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DWBC Announcement:  Friday 15 May 2020 

The DWBC facility has been closed for general access since 30 March 2020 due to the outbreak of 
coronavirus leading to a world-wide pandemic and state of emergency in Victoria. 

Access to the site has continued to be allowed by members via appointment with the Facility 
Manager for essential activities.  The appointment process was implemented to best manage the 
number of people on site, demonstrating the club’s sense of responsibility, adherence to 
government restrictions and to protect the health and safety of our employees. 

In early May the DWBC Board announced that access to the site for local contractors to undertake 
works on houseboats was now permitted, again via appointment with the Facilities Manager. 

With the recent announcements from the Prime Minister, Scott Morrison’s office and the Premier of 
Victoria, Dan Andrews’ office, and in response to the AIS framework for return to recreational and 
competitive sport (of which canoeing, rowing, sailing and swimming is captured – which may apply 
to some of our members who use the open waters of Lake Eildon to train on), the DWBC Board have 
created a plan to re-opening our facilities. 

In line with GMW’s recent announcement to reopen Lake Eildon, allowing houseboats on the water 
for recreational use, but without overnight stays and a reminder that we are still in a declared state 
of emergency (until 31st May at this stage), we can outline our plan as below. 

Plan Overview 

The Victorian Government have indicated that there are now five reasons to leave your home: 

1. food and supplies; 
2. medical care and care giving; 
3. exercise; 
4. work or education – unless working from home is an option; and  
5. visiting friends and family - if necessary. 

 
Point 5 is stipulated with restrictions of no more than 5 people visiting your home (indoors and 
outdoors) and with no more than 10 people in a group outdoors. 

Travel to regional areas has been permitted to undertake any of the 5 essential reasons to leave 
your home, with a restriction of no overnight stays. 

We recognise the need for many to attend their houseboats – which has always been allowed 
throughout this time via appointment - and we recognise that this first step to lifting restrictions can 
be interpreted as permission to travel to your houseboat for a day trip.  The fear of being stopped by 
the authorities is also now not as pertinent. 

Therefore, to ensure we continue our commitment to responsible management of our site and 
employees during this situation, and in response to the announcement and our communities desire 
to get back to their boats, please note the following processes for access to the site: 

Effective 1pm, Friday 15 May 2020: 

1. Fob keys will be turned back on. 

2. Prior to accessing the site you are required to complete the ‘DWBC COVID-19 Declaration’ and 
sending it via email to the Facilities Manager (dwbcmarina@bigpond.com). 
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3. Social distancing and personal hygiene measures must be implemented at all times.  This means 
using hand sanitiser, reducing the use of handrails where possible on marina’s, and avoiding 
walking on the marina when there is another person on it. 

4. The toilets, ice machine, and all communal facilities in the green shed remain closed. 

5. Gas deliveries can be made via the existing process (book either via envelope placed in mailbox 
at the office, or via email – payment via EFT only).  Ric will deliver when you are not on the boat, 
or if you are, please maintain social distancing as he delivers the bottle with the duck board clear 
of personal watercrafts / boats. 

6. Access to the green shed is restricted to those who have their boat stored inside and we ask that 
you enter and exit swiftly. 

7. Use of the member barge’s is to be limited and you are to wipe down any surfaces you touch 
after use with the supplied sanitiser and disposable cloths. 

8. Gatherings on boats in the marina must adhere to existing social distancing and number 
restrictions. 

9. Interactions in person with the Facilities Manager and support staff must be essential and must 
adhere to social distancing requirements.  There is no access into the office.  

 

We also recommend downloading the COVIDSafe government app to support the efforts of 
managing this virus. 

 

Should you have any questions in relation the above, please direct these to the following people: 

Site Director Luke Brinksma 0432 251 726 

Chairman Brett Lewis 0419 103 394 

 

Some important links for you are below: 

Current Covid-19 DHHS status 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-update 

GMW lake status 

https://www.g-mwater.com.au/recreation-tourism/houseboats 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-update
https://www.g-mwater.com.au/recreation-tourism/houseboats


  

 

COVID-19 Declaration 
The health, safety and wellbeing of everyone within DWBC community including employees, members, 

contractors, visitors, neighbours and the community is our highest priority. As a result of the COVID-19 outbreak, 

DWBC is applying various processes to safeguard everyone on site. 

To support trace procedures by the government of our community, members are required to complete this form 
and email to the facilities manager (dwbcmarina@bigpond.com) prior to each visit to the site. 
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION  

Date of visit:  Houseboat name:  

Names of people 
on site: 

 

 

QUESTIONAIRRE  

1. Have you travelled outside of Australia in the past 14 days? 

   No 

   Yes     Have you completed the mandatory 14-day self-isolation period? 

      Yes 

   No    Leave site and report matter to your supervisor & Doctor 

2. Have you been in close contact* with a confirmed case of COVID-19? 

   No 

   Yes     Have you completed the mandatory 14-day self-isolation period? 

      Yes 

   No    Leave site and report matter to your supervisor & Doctor 

3. Have you ever been diagnosed with COVID-19? 

   No 

   Yes    Have you received a medical clearance and sent to your employer? 

      Yes 

   No    Leave site and report matter to your supervisor & Doctor 

4. Do you have any of the following symptoms associated with COVID-19; Fever, Dry Cough, Sore Throat, 

Shortness of Breath, Headache? 

   No 

   Yes    Report the details to your manager, leave site immediately and contact your Doctor 

DECLARATION 

I understand as a condition of entry into the DWBC site that; 

• I will not enter site if I have COVID-19 symptoms or have been identified to have been in close contact* with a 

confirmed case of COVID-19. I will report the matter to my supervisor and contact my Doctor.  I will leave site 

immediately if I develop COVID-19 symptoms while on site and report the matter to my supervisor and Doctor. 

• If I am confirmed positive for COVID-19 I will immediately notify my employer and complete the isolation period as 

directed by a Doctor and supply medical certificate to my employer and Lendlease before returning to site. 

• If my situation changes I will recomplete this form and resubmit it. 

Signature:  Date:             /            / 

* Close contact is someone who has been face-to-face for at least 15 minutes or been in the same enclosed space for at least 2 hours, with 
someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 while they were infectious. 
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 Our Ref: A3774510  

 

 
 
 
 
 

12 May 2020 
 

 

Dear Houseboat Owner 

Fishing and boating allowed at GMW storages as restrictions are eased 

Following the Victorian Government’s announcement on Monday of the easing of some 

restrictions in place to protect our community from coronavirus (COVID-19), we are writing to let 

you know how this impacts recreational activities at our storages. 

Fishing and boating are now permitted at Goulburn-Murray Water’s storage facilities however, 

authorities are reminding Victorians that a State of Emergency remains in place and these 

activities are subject to physical distancing to help keep people safe. 

Restrictions now allow a maximum of 10 people to meet outdoors for recreation and up to five 
visitors in your home. Outdoor recreation activities allowed include fishing, hiking, hunting, 
prospecting, and diving on public land. However, caravan parks and associated camping 
grounds remain closed to all people except residents. 

 
Restrictions have also eased for houseboat owners, with houseboats now allowed back on the 

water for recreational use. However overnight trips remain prohibited. 

Those taking their houseboats out are being reminded to adhere to social distancing guidelines 

and the maximum number of people allowed on the boat. This includes at the marina. 

GMW remains committed to the Victorian Government’s efforts to keep Victorians safe and our 

water storage facilities will continue to be monitored.  

GMW water storage facilities such as public toilets and boat ramps will be open. However 

playgrounds and barbecues which are considered high-contact amenities, will remain closed 

until further notice. 

These new restrictions and a renewed State of Emergency will be in place until 11:59pm on 

Sunday 31 May.  

GMW is echoing the comments of the Premier Daniel Andrews by asking the community to 

exercise good judgment. The message remains the same, if you can stay home, then stay 

home.” 
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Visit the GMW website for more information on recreation at our storages. 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Martina Cusack 
GENERAL MANAGER, WATER STORAGE SERVICES 
 

https://www.g-mwater.com.au/recreation-tourism


OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

 

Luke 

 

Thanks for your enquiry today. Firstly I fully understand the pressure you and your staff will 
be under this weekend with the house boats. 
 

The letter that is attached from Goulburn Murray Water is quite self-explanatory. 
 

Your assessment of the letter is correct. The salient points are: 
• The state of emergency still exists 

• The changes made by the Chief Medical Officer refer to fishing etc. They also refer 
to visiting friends and other recreational activities. They still prohibit camping etc. 

• The restrictions on travel outside those guidelines is still in place 

 

I am fully aware that the house boat owners will claim that they are going fishing from their 
houseboats. 
 

However they are clearly not allowed to stay overnight on the houseboats or a series of 
nights. That has not changed. 
 

The restricted number of people and social distancing still applies as do the other directions 
of the Chief Health Officer. 
 

In essence the owners will be able to take their house boats out for the day (under the guise 
of going fishing of course and that is what they will say) but will have to bring them back in 
overnight. The restrictions on overnight stays also applies to when the house boats are 
moored at the Marinas. 
 

The houseboats are not classed as an ordinary residence or a secondary residence. Any 
owner who argues this point are wrong. I believe that there are only 2 people who have 
permanent residency status on house boats at Eildon. 
 

We have crews on over the weekend. If you have any difficulties that you cannot deal with 
or people breach the restrictions please give us a call. We are not on 24 hours so if we don’t 
answer please call 000 in an emergency or PAL 11444 for non- emergencies 

 

Eildon Police Station numbers: 
 

57742104 

Mobile: 0488 618 640 

000 in an emergency situation 

PAL (for non-emergencies) 11444  
 

Cheers, 
 

Mick MANNIX 

Sergeant 27107 

Eildon Police Station 


